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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim(s) 1-14 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
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Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-14 in Paper No. 6 is acknowledged. 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 6-11 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Laepple et al. 

Laepple et al, U.S. Patent 4,303,537, teach an aqueous lubricant composition comprising 
(a) about 60-80 wt %, especially 65-75 wt % water; (b) about 15-30 wt %, particularly about 18- 
25 wt % of a solid lubricant combination of molybdenum disulfide and graphite, (c) about 5-10 
wt %, particularly about 6-8 wt %, acrylic resin as binder; (d) about 0. 1-2 wt %, particularly 
about 0.4-0.8 wt %, of a dispersing and/or wetting agent, and (e) on occasion, about 0.1-1 wt %, 
especially about 0.3-0.7 wt %, of the additional auxiliary substances (column 2,lines 30-53). As 
dispersing and/or wetting agent (d), an ammonium salt of a low-molecular polyacrylic acid has 
proved to be especially suitable (column 3, lines 66+). As additional components, organic nitrite 
is taught in column 4, lines 29-36. In example 1, columns 5 and 6 of Laepple et al., an aqueous 
composition containing graphite, molybdenum disulfide, low-molecular weight polyacrylic acid 
and acrylic resin is disclosed. 

Claims 1-3, 6, 7 and 10-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

Jacobs. 

Jacobs, U.S. Patent 5,180,509, teaches metal-free lubricant compositions comprising 
graphite for use in threaded connections (column 1, lines 9-11). The composition of the 
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invention also comprises a polymeric material which is chosen from polyalkylene polymers, 
preferably branched polyalkylenes. Suitable polymers include polyethylene, polypropylene and 
polybutylene (column 3, lines 34-40). Addition of a friction adjusting component chosen from 
mica, vermiculite, calcium phosphate, magnesium phosphate, zinc phosphate, calcium oxide, 
magnesium oxide, zinc oxide, calcium carbonate, magnesium carbonate and zinc carbonate is 
taught in column 3, line 65 to column 4, line 2. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claim 1, the terms "chemically reacting and/or inert binder" and "substance which 
releases gases at elevated temperature" are indefinite. The claims fail to define the conditions 
under which the substance is "chemically reacting", "inert" or "releases gases". The limitation 
"releases gases at elevated temperature" is subjective and indefinite. Additionally, it is noted 
that practically all substances "release gases" under some conditions. While claims are 
interpreted in light of the disclosure, it is improper to read the limitations of the specification in 
to the claims. 

Claim 2 fails to define the conditions under which the claimed gas yield is obtained. 
In claim 3, the terms "hydrazine derivatives", "carboxylic acids and derivatives thereof 
and "explosive substances" are indefinite. 
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Claim 8 fails to define the condition under which the claimed monomers, polymers or 
copolymers are "reactive." 

Claim 10 fails to define the conditions under which the claimed polymers and 
copolymers are "inert." 

Claim 14 fails to define the conditions under which the claimed additives are "electrically 
conductive or thermally conductive substances." Additionally, it is noted that the specification, 
page 17, teaches that graphite is an electrically conductive or thermally conductive substances. 
However, graphite is also disclosed and specifically claimed as a friction-reducing additive. 
Accordingly, claim 14 is indefinite. The same is true of claims 1-13, wherein broadly claimed 
components a), b) and c) are not mutually exclusive and are not defined. For example, claim 6 
includes polyolefins as one of the claimed friction-reducing additives. Yet claim 1 1 includes 
polyolefins as one of the claimed inert binders. Accordingly, claims 1-14 are indefinite. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerry D. Johnson whose telephone number is (703) 308-2515. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30, M-F, alternate Fridays off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marian Knode can be reached on (703) 308-43 11. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-5408 for regular 
communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final communications. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703X308^0661 . 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1764 
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